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The intent of Cedartown’s Historic Preservation
Ordinance is to protect the overall visual and historic
character of the community’s locally designated
properties.  Proposed projects within the historic districts
can range from small site changes to new construction.
Outlined below are some common types of projects and
the general preservation approach to them.

Preservation
Preservation is defined as the act or process of applying
measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity,
and materials of an historic property. Work, including
preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the
property, generally focuses upon the ongoing
maintenance and repair of historic materials and features
rather than extensive replacement and new construction.
As a general rule, a pure preservation project is limited
to repair and would not require review from the HPC.

Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making
possible a compatible use for a property through repair,
alterations, and additions while preserving those portions
or features which convey its historical, cultural, or
architectural values.  Review of such projects will focus
on the how well the proposal achieves this goal.

New Construction
An important goal when building in a historic district or
adding to a historic building is to fit the established visual
character.  However, new construction should not create
a false history by merely copying historic precedents.
While referencing an area’s or building’s existing
elements, new construction should also be differentiated
from historic examples.  Historic examples should serve
as a point of departure for compatible but creative design.

Existing Non-Historic Buildings
Changes to existing non-historic buildings should, at the
very least, not cause the building to become more
intrusive and, at best, increase the building’s
compatibility in the district.  Such projects should follow
the New Construction Guidelines.

PRESERVATION APPROACHES
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Demolition
The demolition of historic buildings diminishes the built
environment and creates unnecessary waste.  Demolition
of a historic structure is only approved in very rare,
specific, and narrowly defined circumstances, and no
demolition occurs without approval of post-demolition
plans. The aspects the commission will take into
consideration include but are not limited to: age, integrity,
significance, condition, alternatives, and overall effect.

Relocation
Relocation falls into one of three categories: 1) removing
a structure from a historic district, 2) moving a structure
into a historic district, or 3) moving a structure to a
different location within a historic district. Different
criteria are applied to each. Proposed relocation out of a
historic district constitutes a loss and therefore,
demolition guidelines apply. New construction
guidelines apply for proposed relocations into a historic
district. For proposed relocations within a historic
district, the following considerations apply: age, previous
relocation, compatibility of the new site, significance,
condition, alternatives, and overall effect.

Institutional Properties
Institutional properties, both public and private, are often
the exception to the rule. While historic institutional
properties, such as churches or government buildings,
should follow the same guides for rehabilitation, new
institutional buildings may vary from the surrounding
district in some respects to distinguish the property’s
civic importance.  For example, a new government
building may utilize a deeper setback than surrounding
historic buildings while using a similar exterior material.




